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SUBJECT: ROMANIAN SECURITY AIDE REPORTEDLY DEFECTS TO 
U.S. 

1 . FOLLOWING ARTICLE APPEARED IN WASHINGTON POST PAGE A-17, 
AUGUST 9: A LIEUTENANT GENERAL IN ROMANIA'S SECURITY 
POLICE HAS DEFECTED TO THE WEST AND IS SEEKING POLITICAL 
ASYLUM IN THE UNITED STATES, ACCORDING TO REPORTS HERE AND 
IN WEST GERMANY. 

THE WEST GERMAN DAILY DIE WELT SAID YESTERDAY THAT THE 
OFFICIAL, ION PACEPA, VANISHED 12 DAYS AGO WHILE ON A VISIT 
TO COLOGNE. INFORMED SOURCES IN WASHINGTON SAID THE NEWS- 
PAPER'S ACCOUNT WAS ESSENTIALLY ACCURATE, BUT DECLINED TO 
CONFIRM THE PAPER S REPORT THAT PACEPA IS BEING INTERROGATED 
BY AGENTS OF THE U.S. CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. 

PACEPA WAS APPARENTLY A SENIOR FIGURE IN THE ROMANIAN 
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SECURITY APPARATUS - THE LOCAL EQUIVALENT OF THE SOVIET 
UNION'S KGB. SOURCES HERE SAID THE GENERAL WAS DEEPLY IN- 
VOLVED IN SUCH SENSITIVE MATTERS AS THE PERSONAL SAFETY 
AND TRAVELS OF ROMANIA'S PRESIDENT NICOLAE CEAUSESCU. 

ONE U.S. SOURCE RECALLED THAT PACEPA WAS IN THE UNITED 
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STATES ACCOMPANYING CEAUSESCU ON THE ROMANIAN S MOST REC- 
ENT VISIT LAST SPRING. 

ACCORDING TO DIE WELT, PACEPA WAS LAST REPORTED LEAVING 
HIS HOTEL THE EVENING OF JULY 28. HE WAS IN COLOGNE NEG- 
OTIATING WITH THE WEST GERMAN FIRM VFW-FOKKER FOR THE 
RIGHT TO BUILD A GERMAN-DESIGNED PASSENGER PLANE UNDER 
LICENSE, THE PAPER SAID. HIS DISAPPEARANCE WAS NOTED BY 
THE ROMANIAN EMBASSY IN BONN WHICH SOUGHT HELP FROM GERMAN 
POLICE IN FINDING HIM. 

DIE WELT SAID PACEPA HAD BEEN IN CONTACT WITH THE CIA FOR 
SOME TIME BEFORE HIS DISAPPEARANCE. OFFICIALS HERE WOULD 
NOT CONFIRM THAT TO BE THE CASE. 

THE DEFECTION OF PACEPA, ASSUMING THAT HE IS COOPERATING 
WITH THE CIA, IS A BLOW NOT ONLY TO THE ROMANIANS BUT ALSO 
TO THE SOVIETS, WITH WHOM THEY MAINTAIN CLOSE TOUCH ON 
SECURITY ISSUES. 

THE ROMANIAN VERSION OF THE KGB IS ONE OF THE MOST ELABOR 
ATE IN THE SOVIET BLOC. PACEPA, DIE WELT SAID, RANKED AS 
A VICE MINISTER OF THE ORGANIZATION, IN ADDITION TO HIS 
RANK AS GENERAL - ANOTHER INDICATION THAT HE HAD ACCESS TO 
IMPORTANT WARSAW PACT SECRETS. 
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INFORMED SOURCES IN WASHINGTON SAID THAT CEAUSESCU HAD 
ALWAYS BEEN ESPECIALLY CAREFUL ABOUT HIS INTERNAL SECURITY 
OPERATION AND THAT PACEPA'S DEFECTION WOULD LIKELY HAVE 
REVERBERATIONS IN BUCHAREST. 

WHILE DIE WELT DESCRIBED PACEPA AS ONE OF THE "MOST IMPOR 
TANT" OFFICIALS IN BUCHAREST, THIS IS CONSIDERED AN OVER 
STATEMENT BY KNOWLEDGEABLE SOURCES HERE. NONETHELESS, 

THEY SAID, PACEPA PLAYED A MAJOR ROLE IN PREPARATIONS FOR 
HIGH-LEVEL TALKS BETWEEN CEAUSESCU AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL 
LEADERS, AN IMPORTANT FUNCTION IN A COUNTRY WHICH PRIDES 
ITSELF ON HAVING A ROLE IN WORLD AFFAIRS BEYOND ITS SIZE. 

CEAUSESCU IS PRESENTLY PREPARING FOR A VISIT FROM CHINESE 
LEADER HUA KUO-FENG, THE FIRST TRIP BY A CHINESE PARTY 
LEADER TO ANYWHERE IN EUROPE OUTSIDE THE SOVIET UNION. 

PACEPA IS UNDOUBTEDLY ONE OF THE HIGHEST RANKING SECURITY 
OFFICIALS TO DEFECT FROM A WARSAW PACT COUNTRY IN RECENT 
YEARS. 

PROBABLY THE MOST SPECTACULAR RECENT DEFECTION, HOWEVER, 
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WAS THAT OF ARKADY SHEVCENKO, THE HIGHEST RANKING SOVIET 
OFFICIAL IN THE UNITED NATIONS SECRETARIAT WHO REFUSED TO 
RETURN HOME IN APRIL AND RECEIVED ASYLUM IN THE US. END 
QUOTE. 

2. SO FAR WE HAVE SEEN NO OTHER COVERAGE IN THE US PRESS. 

3. DECLASSIFY UPON RECEIPT. 

VANCE 
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